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SUBJECT: MY MEETING WITH DOBRYNIN AUGUST 18 

1 . DOBRYNIN, NEWLY ARRIVED FROM MOSCOW, TOLD ME THAT 
BREZHNEV INTENDED HIS COMMENT IN HIS RECENT SPEECH 
ON THE CHARLESTON SPEECH TO BE "CONSTRUCTIVE." BUT HE 
ADDED THAT BREZHNEV’S CHARGE THAT THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
CAMPAIGN WAS SIMPLY A "SMOKESCREEN" TO COVER A CONTINUED 
ARMS BUILDUP - FOR EXAMPLE, THE NEUTRON BOMB - 
CORRECTLY REFLECTED THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP'S OPINION. 

DOBRYNIN CAUTIONED THAT IF THE AIM OF THIS "BUILDUP" IS TO 
PRESSURE THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP IN CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS, THE 
US WILL EIND IT COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE. 

2. HOWEVER, DOBRYNIN WAS CLEARLY UNDER INSTRUCTION TO PUT 
A GOOD FACE ON US-SOVIET RELATIONS, AND TO SIGNAL CONTINUED 
SOVIET INTEREST IN SALT. SIGNIFICANTLY, HE AGREED WITH ME 
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ON THE NEED TO EXTEND THE INTERIM AGREEMENT, AND AGREED AS 
WELL THAT THAT WOULD BEST BE ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH INFORMAL 
PARALLEL STATEMENTS, OR BY AN EXCHANGE OF LETTERS. I TOLD 
HIM WE WOULD DISCUSS THE MATTER EURTHER. 

3. I GAVE DOBRYNIN A COMPREHENSIVE BRIEEING ON THE MIDDLE 
EAST TRIP, EXPRESSING AT THE SAME TIME DISPLEASURE AT 
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SOVIET READINESS TO ACCEPT INTERPRETATIONS THAT WE WERE 
ATTEMPTING TO EXCLUDE THEM FROM THE PEACESEEKING PROCESS. 
DOBRYNIN AGREED THAT THE SOVIET REACTION HAD COME ABOUT 
AS A RESULT OF A MISUNDERSTANDING. I SAID WE WOULD BE 
WORKING CLOSELY WITH THEM AS CO-CHAIRMEN AND LOOKED 
EORWARD TO SEEING GROMYKO WHEN HE ARRIVED IN THE U.S. 

I INFORMED DOBRYNIN ERANKLY THAT PROSPECTS FOR A GENEVA 
CONEERENCE CONVENING BEEORE DECEMBER WERE NOT LIKELY, 

AS THE ARABS FEEL MUCH MORE REMAINS TO BE DONE. 

DOBRYNIN EXPRESSED THANKS EOR THE EULNESS OE THE 
BRIEEING AND SEEMED SATISFIED. 

I ALSO BRIEFED DOBRYNIN ON MY UPCOMING CHINA TRIP, AND 
EXPRESSED US APPRECIATION EOR BREZHNEV'S INEORMATION ON 
THE POSSIBLE SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR WEAPON TEST SITE. 

I TOLD HIM WE WOULD KEEP IN TOUCH ON THIS MATTER AND 
ASKED HIM TO DO THE SAME. 

DOBRYNIN SUGGESTED THAT GROMYKO COME TO WASHINGTON 
SEPTEMBER 22-23, DURING THE EIRST WEEK OE THE UNGA, 

EOR A MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT. I REPLIED THAT I 
WOULD CHECK THE SCHEDULE. VANCE 
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QUOTE SECRET STATE 197920 
NODIS 

CHEROKEE, EYES ONLY FOR AMBASSADOR FROM SECRETARY 
E.O. 11652: CDS 
TAGS: PFOR,UR 

SUBJECT: MY MEETING WITH DOBRYNIN AUGUST 18 

1 . DOBRYNIN, NEWLY ARRIVED FROM MOSCOW, TOLD ME THAT 
BREZHNEV INTENDED HIS COMMENT IN HIS RECENT SPEECH 
ON THE CHARLESTON SPEECH TO BE "CONSTRUCTIVE." BUT HE 
ADDED THAT BREZHNEV'S CHARGE THAT THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
CAMPAIGN WAS SIMPLY A "SMOKESCREEN" TO COVER A CONTINUED 
ARMS BUILDUP - FOR EXAMPLE, THE NEUTRON BOMB - 
CORRECTLY REFLECTED THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP'S OPINION. 
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DOBRYNIN CAUTIONED THAT IF THE AIM OF THIS "BUILDUP" IS TO 
PRESSURE THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP IN CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS, THE 
US WILL EIND IT COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE. 

2. HOWEVER, DOBRYNIN WAS CLEARLY UNDER INSTRUCTION TO PUT 
A GOOD FACE ON US-SOVIET RELATIONS, AND TO SIGNAL CONTINUED 
SOVIET INTEREST IN SALT. SIGNIFICANTLY, HE AGREED WITH ME 

ON THE NEED TO EXTEND THE INTERIM AGREEMENT, AND AGREED AS 
WELL THAT THAT WOULD BEST BE ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH INFORMAL 
PARALLEL STATEMENTS, OR BY AN EXCHANGE OF LETTERS. I TOLD 
HIM WE WOULD DISCUSS THE MATTER EURTHER. 

3. I GAVE DOBRYNIN A COMPREHENSIVE BRIEEING ON THE MIDDLE 
EAST TRIP, EXPRESSING AT THE SAME TIME DISPLEASURE AT 

SOVIET READINESS TO ACCEPT INTERPRETATIONS THAT WE WERE 
ATTEMPTING TO EXCLUDE THEM EROM THE PEACESEEKING PROCESS. 
DOBRYNIN AGREED THAT THE SOVIET REACTION HAD COME ABOUT 
AS A RESULT OE A MISUNDERSTANDING. I SAID WE WOULD BE 
WORKING CLOSELY WITH THEM AS CO-CHAIRMEN AND LOOKED 
FORWARD TO SEEING GROMYKO WHEN HE ARRIVED IN THE U.S. 

I INFORMED DOBRYNIN FRANKLY THAT PROSPECTS FOR A GENEVA 
CONFERENCE CONVENING BEFORE DECEMBER WERE NOT LIKELY, 

AS THE ARABS FEEL MUCH MORE REMAINS TO BE DONE. 

DOBRYNIN EXPRESSED THANKS FOR THE FULNESS OF THE 
BRIEFING AND SEEMED SATISFIED. 

I ALSO BRIEFED DOBRYNIN ON MY UPCOMING CHINA TRIP, AND 
EXPRESSED US APPRECIATION FOR BREZHNEV'S INFORMATION ON 
THE POSSIBLE SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR WEAPON TEST SITE. 
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I TOLD HIM WE WOULD KEEP IN TOUCH ON THIS MATTER AND 
ASKED HIM TO DO THE SAME. 
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DOBRYNIN SUGGESTED THAT GROMYKO COME TO WASHINGTON 
SEPTEMBER 22-23, DURING THE EIRST WEEK OE THE UNGA, 

EOR A MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT. I REPLIED THAT I 
WOULD CHECK THE SCHEDULE. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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